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EDITORIAL
A SALUTE TO HOWARD F. SHIPPS
George Allen Turner
Successor to Kenneth Wesche and Wilder Reynolds, Professors of
Church history, is the colleague we honor in this issue of The Asbury
Seminarian, Dr. Howard Fenimore Shipps. Dr. Shipps, whose pro
fessional title will soon be Professor Emeritus, came to Asbury Theologi
cal Seminary after an extended and effective ministry in the Southern
New Jersey Conference ofThe Methodist Church. He has brought to the
classroom and to his student counselees not only academic skills, but
also the fruitage of a pastoral experience which greatly enriched his cam
pus ministry. These skills were augmented during the years of his pas
torates by graduate studies in Temple University which led to the con
ferring upon him of the academic doctorate.
During his ministry at the Seminary he has impressed his coUeagues
and his students with his commitment to his Lord and with his life of
devotion. He is a regular and active participant in faculty prayer meet
ings and similar devotional occasions. His interest in the worship and
devotional dimension of the ministry led him during one sabbatical to
the lona Community on an island off the coast of Scotland. His interest
in prayer led him on repeated similar Tuests for the fellowship of the
saints to the Abbey of Gethsemane near Bardstown, to Ashrams with
which Dr. E. Stanely Jones was associated, and to other prayer retreats.
As a pastor to student pastors, his encouragement and suggestions for
improvement have been appreciated deeply by the fortunate recipients
of his expertise.
As a neighbor, the neatness of his home and yard has uniformly
brought favorable comment. As a citizen of the community, he has
"Professor of Biblical Literature, Asbury Theological Seminary.
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earned the respect and affection of many. As a hobbyist, his antiTue
collection evokes admiration and even a temptation to covetousneMss.
As a gardener, he demonstrates that it can be done even when neigh
bors are frustrated by their own meager success.
Church history is more than a classroom concern of Howard
Shipps. His alertness to history has led him to explore the scenes of the
labors of early Methodist preachers, including the site of Bethel Academy
founded by Bishop Francis Asbury, As a result the area has been visited
and partially excavated by seminary personnel as a proMect affording
experience in actual archaeological research.
Colleagues appreciate the grace and competence with which he
has organized and conducted such community activities as Faculty
Retreat and the local Lions Club, in connection with which the honor of
Kentucky Colonel was bestowed upon him. So we of The Asbury
Seminarian staff are privileged to share in the honors which mark his
soon retirement. We salute an esteemed and trusted colleague
ARTICLES
PROFILE OF COMMITMENT-HOWARD FENIMORE SHIPPS
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES
Susan A. Schultz
My call to teach at Asbury Theological Seminary was as clear as
my call to preach, said Howard Fenimore Shipps at a faculty dinner
welcoming him and his wife Ruth, shortly after he had Moined the
Faculty. This statement made an indelible impression on the mind of one
listener who has recently had occasion to survey Dr. Shipps' career and
now to share a few insights into the life of this dedicated servant of
God.
Howard Shipps was blest with the godly heritage of a Christian
home. His father, Charles Carpenter Shipps, was a Commission Merchant,
and his mother, Clara Elizabeth Fenimore, was related to the family
made famous by the novelist, James Fenimore Cooper. They were mem
bers of the Delanco N.J.Methodist Church and were closely associated
with the Delanco Camp Meeting. Early in life Howard was brought to a
knowledge of personal salvation. His older brother, Dr. Hammell Shipps
Cinnaminson, N.J., reports When a small boy he Howard had a
serious inMury and lay unconscious for several days. For a long period
following this inMury he suffered from incapacitating headaches which
apparently defied medical measures. Much prayer was made for his
recovery. During this time he felt God's call to the ministry and he
promised God that he would heed the call if He would heal him.
He was evidently miraculously healed and had no recurrence of the
malady. He has never wavered from the calling. Commitment has been
the hallmark of his life as a Christian, as a pastor, and as a scholar.
Professor of Bibliography and Research and Director of Library Ser
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His basic schooling was obtained in the Pahnyra Public School,
the Delanco High School, and Asbury College. It is an interesting paral
lel that his daughter, Sara Beth, attended and graduated from these same
schools even as a child of the parsonage. Sara Beth did not find it a han
dicap to follow in the footsteps of her respected father. Following
college days. Dr. Shipps earned his B.D. degree at Princeton Seminary
and later his ThD. from Temple University.
His commitment to do wholeheartedly whatever he found deserv
ing of his effort and attention soon led to recognition of his leadership
abilities by his peers. The Asbury Collegian, 2-26, records his ex
ploits as sophomore class president, president of the Asbury Athletic
Association, and president of the Athenia Literary Society. He was a
member of the Inter-collegiate Debating Team which matched wits
with teams as far away as Wheaton College and the University of
Wyoming. Under his father as captain of the community athletic team,
Howard had early learned to excel in various sports and was the winner
of many trophies and letters. Not the least of his honors was that of the
winner of the well-known Penn Relays. Of his leadership in basketball
at Asbury College, the Collegian reports Captain Shipps is a natural
leader, always cool and dependable; a splendid floor general. This in
terest continued into seminary as he traveled with the Princeton
basketball team. Perhaps the discipline of these sports inculcated in him
that attitude of fair play, a policy which is recognized by his colleagues
on the seminary faculty. This is elaborated upon by one of his senior
colleagues.
HOWARD SHIPPS-AS I HAVE KNOWN HIM
As one who has been a colleague ofHoward Shipps
continuously since his coming to our faculty, I have had op
portunity to observe him under a wide range of experiences
and in a wide variety of circumstances. Let the first obser
vation be this he has always embodied the Tualities of the
Christian Gentleman. Pressures of issues or schedules have
never cancelled this out, nor even clouded it.
In committee work and in faculty sessions, I remem
ber him as one whose fair-mindedness usually carried the
day with his colleagues. He seemed to work by an unspoken
principle of always having something to say the second
time around.  In dealing with those with whom he felt he
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must take issue, he was always gracious in his opposition-
he always seemed to want to leave an opponent with a
way out, a way to save his own pride.
The foregoing suggest a keen sensitivity to the feelings,
the needs, and the opinions of others. If he seemed at times
to be a bit slow to speak, he was never slow to think,
and taking more time than the rest in reaching a decision
almost uniformly resulted in a Tuality of opinion which
commanded our respect.
These Tualities, along with many others, add up to
the estimate suggested above. His presence on our faculty
has enriched not only his students, but also those ofus who
worked with him. It is significant that those of us who
worked with him the most closely felt most strongly the
favorable impact of his life and character. He put into the
kind of words that even the non-literate could read, the
testimony to Christian sanctity.
Home and church combined their influences to shape this Hfe.
In his youth Howard was deeply involved in all the activities open to
young people such as the Epworth League and the Youth Temperance
League. No doubt this bore fruit in his years as pastor in numerous
churches in the Southern New Jersey Conference of the Methodist
Church when he took a special interest in youth and was innovative in
his work with young people. He recognized the need of separate
facihties for young people's activities and used his office to secure a
separate building for them in one of his early churches. With truck and
loudspeaker he took the church ministry outdoors into the resort areas
on the Jersey Coast. This special ministry led to the opening of a new
church which was then added to his appointment. He worked with the
Salvation Army in fresh air camps for city children and during the de
pression arranged for young people to attend the Delanco Camp
Meeting without charge for meals and lodging.
As a pastor he had the heart of a true shepherd. He was un
flinchingly faithful to his responsibilities as minister to his people.
It should be noted that he served his home church in Delanco for
eight years, a prophet recognized in his own country. Nor did his life
escape the crucible of suffering᪽financial strain during the depression
when salaries could not be paid; the heartache of delivering missing-in
action messages to the bereaved during the Second World War; the
long, critical illness of thirteen-year-old Sara Beth, an only child, which
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often seemed to bring family responsibilities into conflict with the duties
of his pastorate.
His was a lifelong commitment to the message of heart holiness
and to identification with the cause of Christian sanctity regardless of
the price to be paid. He was a leader in the movement, serving for
twenty-five years as president of the Delanco Camp Meeting, founded
by Dr. George Ridout, and later known as the Fletcher Grove Camp
Meeting. He was also the founder of the Ministers' Conference on the
Deeper Life which continues to be held annually and which brings re
newal and divine empowerment to many pastors and to laymen as well.
In his Annual Conference he was a leader in evangelism and served
many years as chairman of the Board of Evangelism. Some excerpts
from his reports in the Southern New Jersey Conference Journals give
the reader a glimpse into the deep concern which motivated him in this
ministry
. We would desire that during the coming year an earnest
effort be made in the churches throughout the Conference to remove
every obstacle in the way of that mighty religious awakening which God
so much desires to give. Let us go forth to make this the greatest yeat in
our history for the spirit of evangeUsm Will we dare to beUeve that God
can help us to make it so" God's skies are still full of Pentecosts.
. Methodism had its rise in the personal experience of
Wesley, and its power cannot be properly appraised without counting
the importance ofDivine guidance and fervent prayer. It is of the greatest
importance for us to build our plans and programs upon lives that have
been Tuickened, like Wesley's, in the heartwarming way of Aldersgate,
and upon that waiting before God that gives wisdom and power for the
task.
. Someone has said, When John Wesley went from Aiders-
gate, he went from religious ecstasy to fifty years of obedience, costly,
hard, and ceaseless. After Aldersgate he made history. Let us make the
chief purpose of our ministry during the coming year, not only to add
members to the church, but to add members to the living body of
Christ. Let us make Aldersgate the lifelong urgency of our ministry.
. Methodism is mobilized and eTuipped to do great service
for Christ and mankind in these difficult days. If the Holy Spirit should
come upon our modern united Methodism as He did upon the early
Christian Church, we of the Church would become awakened and irresis
tible witnesses in our local communities, in the United States, and in
the near and far-flung Mission Fields.
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2. We feel, as has been expressed by Bishop Hughes, that the
time has now come when Methodism must evangelize or perish. We call
upon every pastor and lay delegate to wait before God until his own
soul has begun to burn with that sacred enthusiasm which will bring
upon him a new passion for the lost. This spirit of enthusiasm and passion
must become contagious. It must be carried by you down into the heart
of every church within the bounds of this Conference.
. We are now called to a great evangelistic Crusade, How
shall we do it" It is our opinion that before we can regain and main
tain the spiritual glow of early Methodism, we too, like the disciples,
must have a baptism of the Holy Spirit. What was the secret leading to
the changed lives of those early disciples" The New Testament tells us
that they continued with one accord in prayer, not one day, but ten
days, and the Spirit was given them. Prayer brought them close to God,
and in that closeness they saw the things in their lives which hindered
the work of grace. When they understood they surrendered to God, and
He came into their lives and filled them with His power.
. Reference is to the great World Mission of Evangelism
announced by the World Methodist Council at Oxford, England, in
2. Here is our high calling in Christ The local church is the point of
battle, the place of action. The success of this campaign reTuires vision-
vision ofGod, of self, and of the needs of our world; it reTuires passion-
passion that will kindle new fires upon the altars of our hearts, our
homes, and of our churches; it reTuires personal sacrifice᪽sacrifice of
time to pray, to wait before God, to visit, to witness for Christ. Let us
each one ask himselfhonestly and sincerely, Am I really and fully com
mitted to this World Mission of Evangehsm so that God can use me in
the way that He pleases, or am I Must celebrating another anniversary"
Yes, Christ can change the world, but He can only do it through me as
I am fully committed to His will and His program for the church.
As pastor of growing and changing congregations. Dr. Shipps was
committed to the pursuit of continuing education. Long before he
thought of teaching at Asbury Theological Seminary, he took addi
tional courses to broaden his horizons. When the Seminary's invitation
came to him, he needed only to take his Tualifying examinations and
write his dissertation, having previously taken the courses Princeton
Theological Seminary and Temple University offered in his field.
Since coming to Asbury Seminary he has sustained his scholarly interests
by avid reading, travels at home and abroad, and researches locally in
the history of Bethel Academy, Methodism's first effort in higher educa
tion in the West. From his pen have come A Short History ofAsbury
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Theological Seminary, in celebration of its fortieth anniversary;
BenMamin Abbott, Forgotten Apostle of Methodism, doctoral disser
tation at Temple University; contributions to the World Encyclopedia
of Methodism. He also helped edit the Methodist Trail in New Jersey
on the occasion of the Conference's 2th anniversary.
Travels abroad took him to Europe several times where he followed
the Wesley trails in England, and the Luther trail and other Reformation
sites on the Continent. He was a member of the Oxford Study Group in
Methodism, which met in England in 6.
Weekend retreats for seminary students at the Trappist Monastery
in Gethsemane, Kentucky, now scheduled Tuite routinely, were also an
innovation which can be credited to Dr. Shipps. These retreats have been
most meaningful in the lives of the participants. An unexpected by
product of this venture was the close personal friendship which devel
oped between Dr. Shipps and the late Thomas Merton. This resulted in
a significant visit of Brother Merton to the Asbury campus. After
Merton's death. Dr. Shipps received a special invitation by telegram to
attend Merton's furneral.
Howard Shipps' life of dedication and commitment may well be
epitomized in the words of Charles Wesley
A Charge to keep I have,
A God to glorify;
A never-dying soul to save,
And fit it for the sky.
To serve the present age,
My calling to fulfill,
O may it all my pow'rs engage
To do my Master's will.
Arm me with Mealous care.
As in thy sight to live 
And oh, thy servant. Lord, prepare,
A strict account to give.
Help me to watch and pray,
And on thyself rely,
Assured, if I my trust betray,
I shall forever die.
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A TRIBUTE
Sara Beth Shipps McCleUand
To the man who four score and seven rabbits ago brought forth
his shotgun and a few other possessions into the Kentucky hills
from the Delaware valley . . .
To the man of whom it was once remarked by two elderly ladies
passing by the parsonage yard and seeing a man dressed in very
ragged old clothes hard at work with his gardening tools, I don't
see how the minister can afford to hire a gardener, not recognizing
that the tattered man and the well-dressed preacher in their pulpit
on Sunday were one and the same . . .
To the man who had his bacon swiped from his plate because he
prayed too long over it and his toddler nephew's hunger was
greater than his patience . . .
To the man who always planted things to grow forever, no matter
Aere he might go . . .
To the man whose grandchildren have full confidence in him that he
can fix absolutely anything, including a glass shattered into a million
pieces and a broken automated car wash . . .
To the man whose friendship with Thomas Merton often caused me
to wonder who would convert whom to what . . .
To the man who used to stand up waiting at the door with a fly
swatter in his hand for his daughter to return home from a date . . .
To the man who ran in the Penn relays and whose granddaughter
helped train an Olympic gold medal marathon champion . . .
A Tribute 
To the man who filled our home with touches of warmth and love
in the form of antiTue furniture carefully repaired and refinished . . .
To the man who asked me every night of my life for seventeen years,
Did you brush your teeth and say your prayers" . . .
To the man with whom I spent half my life, who walked along the
Atlantic and Delaware coasts with me and talked and who let me
go᪽free᪽to be me . . .
To the man of whom and to whom there are 2, things to say,
someday, but his grandchildren are in another part of the house
breaking up more things for him to mend . . .
 The Asbury Seminarian
APPRECIATION TO HOWARD F. SHIPPS
from the DIVISION OF CHURCH HISTORY AND MISSIONS
John T. Seamands
Dr. Shipps has often Moked with me about his name and my name.
I suppose it was inevitable that we should find ourselves in the same
Division in the Seminary , for certainly ships and seamen go together
But our relationship has been more than merely a connection of
names; it has been a kinship of mind and heart. Serving in the same di
vision of Church History and Missions has only served to emphasize and
increase this feeling of kinship over the past twelve years.
I have always found Howard to be a real gentleman in his relation
ships᪽always courteous, patient, and understanding. Though he has his
firm convictions, he is ever willing to listen to the other person's view
point. The spirit of fairness has characterized each of our divisional
meetings.
Howard is also a dedicated Christian. He has taken his call to
teach very seriously and has sought to attain professional competence
and effectiveness. More than Must being interested in lectures, he has
taken a real interest in the students as persons. This is proven by his
conscientious involvement in the Field Education Program at the
Seminary. Both through his personal life and through his professional
life he has demonstrated the spirit of Christ and the fruits of the Holy
Spirit.
In addition, Howard has always been a loyal Asburian, conmiitted
to the confession and obMectives of the Seminary. He stood by the insti
tution in difficult and crucial years, when the temptation might have
John Wesley Beeson Professor of Christian Missions, Asbury Theologi
cal Seminary.
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been strong to withdraw to easier paths. We shall long remember his
words of counsel and wisdom spoken at many faculty and committee
meetings. One could readily understand that he always made the sugges
tion or decision which he felt would bring glory to his Lord and good to
the Seminary.
it has been a blessing to know and work with Howard Shipps.
May God bless him in continuing Christian ministries.
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WHY CHURCH HISTORY"
Kenneth Cain Kinghorn
Christians are interested in Church history because God's Spirit is
involved in history and because God's work is important to the Christian.
As one studies history he learns more of the God of history and the
nature of His dealings with men. The knowledgeable and effective
Christian cannot overlook the movements of the past any more than an
architect can overlook the Parthenon or a composer can overlook
Beethoven.
Secularists generally tend to view history from either a strict
cause and effect stance or from the point of view of existentialism.
Cause and effect historians usually are committed to a purely scientific
approach to the study of history. Many deny any supernaturalist
elements in history and are committed to naturalism.
Existentialists generally are committed to a radically subMective
approach to life. More often than not, existentialism openly disparages
any study of history. A concern for the present and for one's immediate
concerns often leads to a complete eclipse of interest in other men, other
movements, and other times.
The Christian historian regards both of these points of view-the
naturalist and the existentialist-as seriously lacking. To be sure, the
Christian historian must go to the centuries of the past with a view to
accuracy; but he refuses to do so with a disregard for divine working in
the affairs of men. Bare facts simply do not exist in a vacuum; they
must be seen in context and they must be interpreted with a view to
tracing God's activity. In short, the Christian historian believes that one
Professor of Church History, Asbury Theological Seminary.
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must come to a study of history with an acTuaintance with the Bible and
with Christian theology.
Of course there are pitfalls implicit in an insistence that history
is a part of God's working. One may be tempted to see the history of
the Church, or the history of one's own denomination, as the center of
history. While this is patently wrong, it nevertheless constitutes a real
and present danger. Few have escaped the triumphalist tendencies in
herent in studying one's own particular theological tradition.
But in spite of this danger, the Christian historian seeks to avoid
pagan cyclical views and the cause and effect presuppositions of the
secular historians. The Christian student knows that history is in a linear
development someday to be consummated in the eschaton. To be sure,
the student knows only in part. But Christians are sure of one thing
God guides in the affairs of men.
Naturally, all the theological disciplines must work together in
harmony if the Church of Jesus Christ is to have the maximum benefit of
theological insight. Certainly the study of Church history has its distinct
contribution to make. The past is more than a fossil only to look at as
a subMect of curiosity, disgust, or Tuasi-worship. History can become the
teacher, and as such, an illuminator of God's truth and will.
The following four theses seem to be important ways in which the
study of the history of the Church can benefit the life of the community
of faith.
 . A study ofChurch history can bring humility to the attitude
of the Church. A spirit of humility and teachableness should be both a
prelude and a result of learning about the past. When one immerses him
self in the study of history he soon feels dwarfed and humbled in the
presence of the giants of the past. When faced with the great variety of
traditions and an even greater variety of saints, he is forced to admit
that the truth of God is too vast for him to claim a monopoly on it for
himself or for his particular group. Regardless of one's institutional or
theological tradition, history forces him to hear the Lord say, Other
sheep  have which are not of this fold.
Church history also teaches that the Church continually needs
God's forgiveness, teaching, and guidance. One must not be complacent
about good points or past victories and achievements. Complacency
opens him to the temptation to miss God's will or to lapse into smug
self-righteousness. One's own theology must never become an idol
which he erects between himself and God. Histoiy teaches that such a
danger is never very far from any individual. The simple fact remains
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that God and His truth are too vast for the limited wineskins of man.
C. S. Lewis' Screwtape Letters records the following bit of advice
from a senior devil to a Munior devil
Since we cannot deceive the whole human race all the time,
it is most important thus to cut every generation off from
all others; for where learning makes a free commerce be
tween the ages there is always the danger that the character
istic errors of one may be corrected by the characteristic
truth of another.
The serious Christian of the present is interested in the thoughts
and activities of serious Christians of the past, regardless of their
theological point of view. In reality only harm can come from ignorance
of by-gone centuries. A willingness to listen to Christians of the past
can be a prelude to a humble attitude which brings growth and maturity.
2. A study ofChurch history can bring maturity to the analysis
of the Church. The discipline of Church history implies that all theologi
cal students ought to be familiar with the starting point and the meth
odology of all the maMor theological traditions of the Christian heritage.
One can never adeTuately understand the present unless he knows the
past. A theological education which fails to study any important histori
cal institutional or theological development is sadly lacking.
One cannot Mump from the Bible to the present, ignoring the
developments within the Church in between. God's avenues of illumina
tion are multifarious, and He may speak in ways least expected. For
example, God ᪽poke to the early Church through the heretic Marcion,
and the Church saw the need for the development of the canon of
Scripture. God spoke to the Church through Gnosticism, and the
Church saw the need of developing her creeds. Independence from the
past is a vain boast because all mankind stands on the shoulders of those
who have lived before.
History shows that often one's view is restricted to the extent that
he suffers from a lack of perspective. A preoccupation with secondary
affairs or even an exclusive preoccupation with any present theological
or Institutional concern opens one to overlooking the total scheme of
things. For example, it was not shocking to students of the history of
the Church that the Death of God theologians hearkened back to
Tillich as their mentor. An existentialist commitment to theology nat
urally tended to produce a God which was at first non-personal, and
then a God who finally disappeared.
Why Church History" 
Only the insight which comes from a familiarity with the long
history of the Church can enable one to analyze, in a mature fashion,
the current trends.
. A study of Church history can bring enlightenment to the
approach to the Church. The study of Church history is not an end in
itself any more than the studies of Greek, homiletics, or systematic
theology are ends in themselves. The study of Church history is for the
purpose of serving better the Church of Christ. One of the services which
the study of Church history performs is to aid in the development of a
strategy or an approach to the Church's mission.
Students do not find it difficult to believe that events of history
actually happened, but some find it hard to believe that those happen
ings have any bearing on the modern church. A study of history gives
one a knowledge of the past activities of the Church, and this enables
him to understand better the present. Such insights aid the Church in
its approach to the future. Those who are ignorant of the mistakes of
the past freTuently are bound to repeat the same mistakes. A know
ledge of Church history enables one better to evaluate the host of cur
rent options which offer themselves.
Someone has said, An educated person is one who understands
the implications of his beliefs. The implications of one's beliefs can be
known partly through reason; but history is often a better, and certainly
a more graphic, teacher. One can learn, for example, from Church his
tory that Mumping on a theological bandwagon is sometimes easier than
getting off again, for the wagon does not always stop Must because one
finally decides it is headed in the wrong direction. Even if one is able to
get off with a measure of dignity yet intact, this is no guarantee that
those who followed his lead in the first place will follow when he
changes his mind. If anything, history teaches the value of serious re
flection on any matter related to the doctrine and life of the Church.
Throughout the history of the Church, four different attitudes
toward the cultural milieu have emerged. In the first place, the Church
can write culture off as hopelessly corrupt, and then abandon it. This is
the attitude of reMection. Montanism followed this principle, as did
the medieval monastics. Today this attitude is seen in some of the sect
groups, and in missionaries who demand that their converts totally
abandon all their national customs.
History demonstrates that the Church must relate creatively to the
world around itself if it is to minister effectively to the world.
To be relevant, the Church must include in her witness answers to
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Tuestions that the present generation is asking, avoiding all the while
the temptation to overstate or understate the claims of the Gospel.
History shows that the reMection of culture in toto leads to a serious be
trayal of the Church's commission.
A second possibility for the Church is to lose its distinctiveness
by being so closely identified with culture that she becomes immersed
in it. Examples of this approach may be seen in the Sadducees of Jesus'
day, in certain of the Renaissance men, and in classic theological liberal
ism or so-called Culture-Protestantism. This posture is the attitude of
over-identification. Such a position sees little tension between Christ
and the world. Besides attenuating the Gospel witness, this mentality has
never succeeded in winning to Christ any significant number of vital dis
ciples. Like the approach of world reMection, its record is less than im
pressive.
A third possibility is for the Church to live two lives᪽to have a
loyalty to two kingdoms. In this approach to culture, the Church assumes
in one situation one stance, and in another situation a Tuite different
stance. On some occasions she acts as saint and on other occasions she
acts as sinner. This attitude may be called split-adaptation. Examples
may be seen in the ethics of the Christian Church when she began a cruel
policy of persecution as soon as she had it in her power to do so.
While informed Christians realize that the Church faces a certain
ambiguity in some of her choices and courses of action, at the same
time she must be committed to eternal and obMective norms if she is to
fulfill her commission from God. The Christian can never embrace a
double ethic any more than he can follow two Christs or two Gospels.
A fourth approach to culture is possible. The Church can assume
its proper responsibility as an institution in society, but at the same
time accept her calling to be Christ's body. John Wesley is perhaps one
of the outstanding examples of the attitude which seeks to remain
loyal to Christ at every level of life and at the same time accept respon
sibility for leavening society with the transforming power of the
Gospel. Such a posture may be called an attitude of critical partici
pation.
In this approach, culture is not reMected with the bitterness of a
Tertullian or a Tolstoy, nor is it accepted with an uncritical abandon as
in the case of religious humanism, or the so-called Modernism.
Modernism rTay be clearly distinguished from other forms of Liberal
ism, such as the liberalism of a Fosdick or a Rauschenbusch. When the
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Church accepts its responsibility both to Christ and the world, ever pre
sent are the divine possibilities for renewal and transformation of in
dividuals and systems.
. A study of Church History can bring motivation to the
activity of the Church. History teaches that God is in His Church working
with a divine purpose, and that all events must be seen within a Christian
view of eschatology. Christ is building His Church, and His purposes
will not be frustrated. Nothing great in the history of the Church has
been accomplished without the grace of God and His working in the
Church. Only divine aid can explain, for example, the work of the
Apostles, the Church Fathers, and the great movements of reform
throughout Christian history.
If history teaches the importance of the work of God in the
Church, it also teaches the importance of the work of God in individual
persons. It is through individual personaUties that God chooses to work.
There is no limit to what can be done through a single individual or
group of Christian believers when there is total dedication. Only a small
amount of leaven is needed to leaven the entire lump. Though perhaps
not in predictable ways, Godi always used dedicated men and dedicated
institutions. After all, the wind of the Spirit blows where it wills.
Thus, from the study of Church history, the Church can learn of
herself, this brings humility of attitude. The Church can learn oi others
this brings a maturity of analysis. The Church can learn of opportunities 
this brings an enlightenment of approach. The Church can learn of God
this brings a motivation of activity.
Church history speaks an encouraging word to our day God will
use those who are prepared intellectually and spiritually to serve Him
with total commitment.
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THE WORK OF THE FIELD
Glenn L. Courts
Have you ever contracted the construction of a building or other
facility with a less-than-reliable building contractor" Possibly his selling-
point was lower costs, the employment of workmen from within
your community or membership, or fewer days until completion. The
results, however, could be summed up as a poor Tuality of workmanship,
a low grade of materials used, the oft-recurring reTuest for extension of
time for construction, and, above all others, much dissatisfaction and
frustration. If this plight has never been yours, then accept this bit of
hard-learned advice from one who has had such experiences. Employ a
Tualified contractor, even though his price might be a little higher;
demand good Tuality materials; allow ample time for completion. Such
an approach will be more likely to assure satisfactory results.
This advice is also applicable to Christian service and church
work. Some local congregations are under contract to less-than-
Tualified contractors or ministers. Others are not receiving Tuality
workmanship from their carpenters or church workers employed.
Yet other congregations are not insistent upon first-Tuality materials
and they are receiving the same. Still others are growing weary
because of the over-extension of time reTuired to complete various
phases of the building or program. The result of each phase, as well
as the whole, is deep-down dissatisfaction for both ministers and parish-
oners.
"Pastor of Nicholasville United Methodist Church, Nicholasville,
Kentucky; graduate of Asbury Theological Seminary in Class of 62.
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Some local congregations have known dissatisfaction for so long
that they have concluded nothing better is possible. Many persons or
families have moved their membership from one local parish or denomi
nation to another nearby, hoping to find conditions improved.
Trying to be ever sensitive to the needs of the local church
congregations and desiring to send forth the best-Tualified Christian
workers, Asbury Theological Seminary instituted its Field Education
Department. All students who are enrolled in the Master of Divinity
formerly the Bachelor of Divinity or the Master of Arts in Religion
formerly the Master of Religious Education degree programs are
reTuhed to serve two semesters in some capacity as a Christian worker
under the supervision and counsel of the Director of Field Education.
This in-service training is intended to prepare the student to understand
realistically the responsibilities and problems of his calling and to apply
intelligently his gifts to the ministry of Jesus Christ.
Various areas of service are open to the students within a short
driving distance of the Seminary. Many students serve as pastors in
nearby parishes; this work is applicable toward the reTuirements. Other
field opportunities include positions as church school teachers, youth
ministers, children's workers, directors of religious education, choir
directors, ministers ofmusic, hospital and rest home visitors, and partici
pants in Mail services and street meetings. Each student is expected to be
faithful at his place of service, to make a monthly report of his Christian
work to the Director, and to hand in a written specimen of his endeavors,
expressing in sunmiary his conscientious preparation for the chosen
work. The Director attempts to make personal visits for a firsthand
look at the student's work, whenever possible.
As a student at Asbury Theological Seminary from  until
62, I was enrolled in the Field Education Program two terms. Both
my Tuarters were spent as a student pastor. The professor in charge of
the program at that time was Dr. Robert E. Coleman. In the fall of
62, Dr. Howard F. Shipps became the Director; he has held this
position since. Both dedicated Christian professors have given much
time and energy to move the program toward the accomplishment of
its obMectives.
For the last five years I have served as pastor of the Nicholasville
United Methodist Church, located in the same county as Asbury Theo
logical Seminary. I have been privileged to have a number of seminarians
work with me during this time. They have served as church school
teachers, directors of children's work, senior high youth ministers.
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Munior high youth ministers, and as directors of the Munior church ser
vices. Dr. Howard F. Shipps has been of invaluable assistance to me in
this work. He has helped in finding students for the local work, he has
given counsel when any problems have arisen, and he has visited the
church on a number of occasions to see how the field work students were
getting along in their chosen places of Christian service. I have heard
many students express personal appreciation for the aid and counsel they
have received from their Director.
From my position, both as a former student and as a pastor,  am
witness to the facts that the Field Education Program meant much in
my own ministerial training and that the field work students who have
worked with me have been a great asset to the local church program.
Their presence with us means that we have Tualified workers and
helpers. Their workmanship has been, and is, good Tuality or excep
tional. They have always been more than willing to cooperate and to
fit into their places on the church staff. The result has been much
satisfaction to both minister and congregation. Since a school is often
Mudged by its students, our is one congregation which has a good feeling
toward our neighboring seminary because of the love and dedicated
leadership which we have received from the students.
 realize that a good builder must have Tuality materials if he is
to finish with first-class construction, and I believe the inverse to be
also true Tuality materials must fall into the hands of wise and capable
craftsmen if they are to be molded into a worthwhile product. Hence,
I wish to extend my personal words of appreciation in tribute to Dr.
Howard F. Shipps for the high-Tuality assistance he has given to our
local church program as the Director of the Field Education Program,
and for the capable workers whom he has placed in service with us.
Knowing something of how much he has given and of how far he has
been willing to travel to fill responsibly his leadership role,  am certain
there are many other fellow ministers and local church congregations
who Moin heartily with me in these words of praise and appreciation.
BOOK REVIEWS
The Church at the End of the 2th Century, by Francis A. Schaeffer.
Downers Grove, Illinois Inter-Varsity Press, .  pages.
., pb.
One reviewer of this book writes If you are an evangelical
looking for guidelines to revitalize a sagging church ... if you are an
evangehcal looking for fresh new ways of communicating the Gospel
to the contemporary mind ... if you are disillusioned by the direction
in which you feel the church is headed, then this book is for you.
Francis A. Schaeffer is an American now living in Switzerland.
He has expanded his home in the Swiss Alps into a fellowship center
called L'Abri, which is visited by a host of disillusioned and puzzled
young men and women from all over the world. This is his fifth book
in as many years.
The volume makes decisive affirmations which shake the mind
and heart of the thoughtful reader.
. Christians must renounce the contemporary plastic culture.
This is the culture of the maMority of the middle class today. It is the cul
ture of those who try to tell others what to do on the basis of their own
values, but with no real ground for those values.
2. Students must beware of both the new Left and the Establish
ment, in a political sense, because both constitute a threat to freedom.
. The contemporary church is under the pressures of the ecologi
cal crisis, the biological bomb, the loss of the concept of truth, the
population explosion, and the manipulation of the common man by
scientists, artists, and mass-media experts.
. Christians must be revolutionary. True revolution, Schaeffer
says, is a revolution in which you are pitted against everybody who has
turned away from God and His propositional revelation to men.
. Evangelicals must take an honest look at themselves and their
failures  failure to relate to the character of modern society,
2 failure to enforce the silences of Scriptures about the structure
of the church,  failure to look ahead and in resisting change.
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 failure in what is often an unwarranted spiritual intolerance.
6. The church must be reformed and renewed. This must be
done around the ideals of community and compassion. Schaeffer
insists that we must specialize in hot Christianity in a day of cool
communication. Hot Christianity is characterized by factual content.
This is truly a prophetic volume. It speaks to every churchman.
Western culture is dying. Is the western church dying too" It speaks
with particular relevance to the evangelical Christian who sincerely
believes he has a divinely-appointed responsibility to aid in the renewal
of the contemporary church.
Frank Bateman Stanger
Contemporary American Protestant Thought -, edited by
William R. Miller. Indianapolis and New York Bobbs-Merrill, . 6
pages. . and ., pb.
The past decade has seen many surveys of the American theologi
cal scene. Some have dealt with creative personalities, others with
identifiable movements. The value of an anthology depends largely upon
the selection of its materials and its contributors, although format is
likewise important. This volume, appearing posthumously, treats the
theological history of our nation under four rubrics the Progressive,
the Optimistic Decade, the Years of Crisis, and Toward the Modern
Era. A section entitled Bridging the Decades is added.
The format involves the inclusion, presumably by the editor, of
biographical sketches of representative theologians of the several epochs,
followed by typical selections by these authors. The range included in
this selection is surprisingly large, and the selections impress this reviewer
as carefully made. Especially valuable to the continuing student is the
section entitled Bibliographical Essay, in which are hsted the maMor
creative thinkers included in the survey, together with their most rep
resentative writings.
It is seldom safe to attempt to summarize anything as mercurial as
the mood of a volume as comprehensive as this one. However, certain
traits do recur applause for those who see contemporary man as some
how reTuiring special treatment; the avoidance of consideration of
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the maMor thinkers identified with The Theology of Crisis; a general
assumption of the autonomy of American theology i.e., as affected
minimally by European thinkers, particularly the crisis theologians; and
a general optimism with respect to the future of theology in the post
modern era.
The reader who will bear in mind that this volume has its biases
will find much that is stimulating as well as informative. The hardback
edition will impress many buyers as being overpriced; the paperback
issue is more nearly worth its cost. The evangelical will find his views
treated ahnost not at all; references to historic Christianity usually
occur as a foil to positions affirmatively expressed, and are not always
stated obMectively.
Harold B. Kuhn
The Doctrine ofGod in Jewish Apocryphal and Apocalyptic Literature,
by Henry J. Wicks. New York KTAV Publishing House, . 
pages. ..
This book is another volume in the KTAV reprint series᪽
photo-mechanical reprints of important, but hard-to-find, books in the
area of biblical studies. This work which first appeared in  has
remained in demand as a useful reference tool.
Even today it is often said, as it was in Wicks' time, that late
Judaic and especially Rabbinic conceptions of God are manifestly in
ferior to those of Christianity. It is held that His transcendence was
stressed to the exclusion of His immanence; that His Mustice was directed
to the Jewish nation only; that the concept of God's grace was lacking.
Wicks' purpose was to test these generalizations by means of an inductive
study of the later Jewish literature. In order to keep the size of the work
manageable, he excluded Rabbinic literature.
Having grouped the various apocryphal and apocalyptic books
according to date and place of writing, the author traced the three
themes mentioned above through the three centuries represented, second
B.C. to first A.D. On each theme the results of his research are presented
in full, first in the individual books and then in summary.
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The conclusions are interesting in that they support some of the
generalizations, but raise Tuestions about others. Wicks found no sup
port for the decrease in God's immanence. In fact, there was more
evidence for angelic mediators in the earlier works than in the later ones.
With respect to God's Mustice, he did see an increasing tendency to
limit God's concern to the Jewish nation; however he did not find evi
dence to support the idea of an unconditional election for the Jews.
Finally, he discovered that God was believed to be forgiving and that
there were numerous means in addition to repentance by which this
forgiveness might be obtained. However, he also found a strong stress
upon the merits of External righteousness.
Probably the maMor value of the book is in its careful detailing of
each book's attitude upon these subMects. Although it will not be of
interest to many other than specialists, it will be of great value to them.
KTAV is to be commended for making it available again.
John N. Oswalt
Sacrifice in the Old Testament, by George Buchanan Gray. New York
KTAV, . XXXV   pages. 6..
The publishers are to be commended for again making available
this most important volume. It is now enhanced with an excellent
prolegomenon by Dr. Baruch Levine, professor of Near Eastern Studies
at New York University, which contains biographical data regarding
George Buchanan Gray, a survey ofGray's scholarly contributions, and
a bibliographical essay of additional research and methodological trends
in the study of Israel's cultus. A bibliography of Gray's writings un
fortunately in fragmented bibUographical form and poorly organized
and an elaborate, comprehensive set of indices add to the value of the
volume.
This study, published in 2 three years after the author's death,
derived from the author's lecture notes. Most of the issues raised by
Gray nearly fifty years ago have yet to receive definitive treatment. The
work, as Levine notes p. vii, is
. . . still an important research tool, for two main reasons
it established a sound methodology for the study of the
Book Reviews 2
cult, and it is among the last fairly comprehensive statements
of the subMect before the advent of the archaeological revo
lution.
Gray investigated four maMor facets of the Israelite cultus sacrifice,
the altar, the priesthood, and festivals. He began in each instance with
an examination of the technical terminology, proceeding to the exegesis
of pertinent biblical texts and finally to other data, considering both
archaeological evidence and the evidence of comparative sources. He
takes into account materials ranging from the early Israelite period to
the Christian and early Rabbinic periods. Throughout the discussion,
the text is given primary significance. This saves him from the excesses
of subMectivity and imagination that often characterize research in an
area where there is a paucity of information.
Gray's exploration of the concept of sacrifice has not been super
seded, although the efforts of Rene Dussaud, Rudolph Schmid, R.J.
Thompson, and Thorkild Jacobsen deserve mention as does that of
Robertson Smith. It is against Smith's kinship theory animal offer
ings are propitious because certain animals have a kinship relation to
deity that Gray reacts. His investigation of the terminology and biblical
record leads him to conclude the servant-lord relationship is that which
underlies the concept of sacrifice. The offering of something personally
valuable is similar to offering oneself, typified as more often eucharistic
than propitiatory, an outgrowth of the concept of covenant relationship
now considered by many a central axis for Old Testament interpretation.
This tome is not a must for every minister's library. However,
anyone doing serious study of sacrifice in the Old Testament will find
here a wealth of lexical, exegetical, and historical material.
David D. Bundy
Sermons in American History, edited by DeWittc Holland. Nashville
Abingdon, . 2 pages. ..
This book is a companion volume to Preaching in American
sforv, published in 6. The former volume was intended to describe
and analyze some of the maMor topics of the American pulpit from 6
to  6. The purpose ofSermons in American History is to describe and
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analyze preaching itself and to present representative sermons on the
maMor issues covered in the first book. In both volumes the focal point
is issues.
Both volumes were prepared under the auspices of the Speech
Association of America. The editor of this book is Dr. DeWitte Holland,
Associate Professor of Speech at Temple University. He holds a B. D.
degree from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and a Ph.D. degree
from Northwestern University. The volume is a valuable contribution
to the history of preaching. It is more than an average anthology. It
singles out a series of national, civil, and religious concerns from the
story of America; and after a competent analysis of each issue, sermons
representative of varying positions are included. Among those whose
sermons are included are John Cotton and Roger Williams, WilMam
Jennings Bryan and Henry Ward Beecher, Dwight Moody and Washing
ton Gladden, Harry Emerson Fosdick and Clarence E. Macartney,
Eugene Carson Blake and Carl F. H. Henry, J. Irwin Miller and Carl
Mclntire.
Students of the place of religion, particularly the pulpit, in Ameri
can life will find in this volume valuable source material and a balanced
interpretation of the interaction of preaching and the maMor issues of
three hundred years of our history.
Frank Bateman Stanger
Dictionary of American Philosophy, by St. Ehno Nauman, Jr. New
York Philosophical Library, . 2 pages. ..
This volume seems intended to supplement two earUer works.
Dictionary ofPhilosophy by Dagobert G. Runes and Who's Who in the
History of Philosophy by Thomas Kiernan, both by the Philosophical
Library. The present volume consists mainly of biographical sketches,
supplemented by brief digests of the respective philosophical emphases
and competences. Interspersed are a few brief characterizations of
philosophical movements.
It is not easy to give an overall characterization of the entries
which comprise the maMor part of the work. The structure of the entries
suggests the author's interests. If one may evaluate philosophers by the
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length of the entries descriptive of them, he would Mudge that Jonathan
Edwards, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Charles Sanders Peirce, Albert Ein
stein, and Joseph Priestly were America's foremost thinkers. Some
of these were without doubt outstanding.
The volume contains a number of portraits which add to the
ability of the author to cause his heroes to live. The style is generally
vivid, at times genial, at others somewhat caustic. Certainly no one
interested in the general course of philosophical enTuiry in America
will be bored by the book. The inclusion of the living among the
dead tends to afford continuity, nbt only to the format of the volume,
but to the general philosophical enterprise as well. This is a valuable
handbook for the person seeking to be well informed with respect
to the intellectual climate of America.
Harold B. Kuhn
Pharisaism in the Making, by Louis Fmkelstein. New York KTAV,
2.  pages. ..
During the last two centuries of the Second Jewish Common
wealth, the prominence of the Pharisees is attested by Josephus, the
New Testament, and Rabbinic Literature. They were labeled by their
enemies as the separated ones. Pledged to strict Levitical purity,
avoidance of association with the ignorant and uncultured, and to
scrupulous observance of tithing, they have been the target of continual
criticism. In the words of one recent writer, The Pharisees have had
'bad press' ever since the first Christian century.
The labors of several important Jewish scholars are devoted to
giving a more balanced, critical estimate of the Pharisees᪽based on the
literary products of the Pharisaic followers. Along with A. Geiger,
H. Gfatz, Ginzberg, and =eitlin, the work of Louis Finkelstein has been
seminal.
Finkelstein's earlier book The Pharisees The Sociological Back
ground of their Faith rd ed., 62 carried forward the economic-
sociological thesis of Ginzberg.
Contrary to the common theory dating the origin of the Pharisees
in the time of the Maccabees, associating them with the Hasideans,
Finkelstein in 6 demonstrated the Pharisaic movement to be in
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fuU vigor as early as the fourth century B. C. The movement was
primarily an effort to estabUsh the authority of lay scholars whose
main following was drawn from among the lower classes of Jerusalem.
The merchants and workers Moined the scribal class in opposing the
authority of the priests and the aristocracy.
The Pharisees never regarded themselves as a sect, but considered
their teachings as Judaism. Only in debate did they distinguish
themselves as 'Tharisees, and probably meant by that ascetic
also signified by the word parosh.
The Ethics of Anonymity Among the Pharisees indicates
anonymity as a firm tenet of early Pharisaism. There was only one
view᪽Judaism, and all agreed regarding the obligations of each Jew.
Usually no more than two scholars in each generation were known.
Finkelstein suggests the resultant anonymity could not have been
accidental but central.
In his analysis of early sources, the author basically ignores the
positive contributions of form criticism and with uncritical enthusiasm
accepts the material as received. Acceptance of the economic-sociological
thesis has been challenged as poor historiography. Therefore, although
his work is very important, it must be read in Ught of a work like
Jacob Neusner's The Rabbinic Traditions About the Pharisees Before 
Leiden E. J. Brill, .
All criticisms aside, Finkelstein's work will need to be consulted
by the serious student of Judaism and early Christian origins.
David D. Bundy
Moses, The Servant of Yahweh, by Dewey M. Beegle. Grand Rapids
Eerdmans, 2. 6 pages. ..
This fresh research into the Pentateuch, by the Professor of Old
Testament at Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington, D.C., finds
Moses to be essentially the historical leader these sources claim him to
be. The author's purpose is to recover not only the real man behind the
traditions, but also to provide a pattern for responsible hermeneutic.
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He is committed to avoiding an uncritical use of literary sources on one
hand and a hypercritical negativism on the other. This exercise in
methodology appears to be basic, the focus on Moses being a means to
thai end. Another stated purpose, however, that of applying to current
events the principles disclosed by a study of the Pentateuch, receives
Uttle attention The text is well documented; two indices and maps on
the end Mackets add to the attractiveness ot the volume. The author's
travels in Bible lands and his participation in three archaeological
expeditions Balatah, Gezer, and Heshban enhance the credibility of
the presentation.
Few books on Moses enter more engagingly into the seTuence of
events in which Moses was the central figure. The retelling of the
episodes, supplemented by on-the-spot descriptions and effective use
of extra-biblical sources, greatly assists the reader in envisioning the
Ufe-situations recorded. The biblical accounts are enriched and often
clarified by noting relevant geographical and historical data. The result
is that the account does come alive for the Bible student it is in this
area that the author achieves his greatest success.
Beegle takes very seriously the documentary hypotheses of
Pentateuchal origins. At every point he is at pains to identify the
varied and complex strands which allegedly have been woven together
to form the extant records J, E, D, and P documents finalized between
the tenth and sixth centuries B.C. After pointing out the excesses of
Wellhausen, the author reviews the form-critics led by Gunkel, followed
by the varied reactions Cassuto, AUis, Kitchen and continuing as
redaction and rhetorical criticismA. He is always discriminating, usually
avoiding the simplistic conservatism of men like Allis, and the
negativism of radicals like Noth, while adopting a mediating position
like that of Albright.
Beegle's own preMudice, he confesses,. . . is that the crucial episodes
of the Old Testament were in fact actual events in which Yahweh, the
God of Israel, made himself known in special ways p. 2. How
ever, he distinguishes between events crucial and non-crucial, the latter
being of doubtful historical veracity. In the author's words, The
biblical claims have a core of historicity, but ... in most instances God
used natural events, timed providentially, to accompHsh his purpose
private correspondence, January, . Beegle is sure, for example,
that an actual exodus occurred through the muck of the Red Sea
effected by a powerful southeast wind. The abating of the wind, re
sulting in a return of the water, mired the chariots of the pursuing
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Egyptians; and the fugitives viewed with reUef the corpses of the
drowned on the lake shore. The author concludes that such details
as the wall of water on either side, the dhrision of the waters, and the
claim that none of the Egyptians survived are later literary embel
lishments not to be taken literally. He concludes, 'The biblical
narrative claims only that Yahweh performed his wonder of deliverance
by natural means of his own creation p. 6.
He finds the traditions of the plagues to be a combination of J and P
docimients, and accepts most of the conclusions of Greta Hort
᪽ that the plagues have an historical core and that then
seTuence is causally related. On the basis of an Egyptian text, which
reports the occurrence of the blood-red Nile, Beegle concludes that
the redness of the Nile, in this instance, was caused by a flood which
washed down red soil from Ethiopia; this soil, together with toxic red
algae, would account for the death of the fish. The miracle, concludes
the author, lay in its timing. The dead fish resulted in poisonous
anthrax baciUus which brought about the migration of the frogs to the
houses and then subseTuent death.
The ensuing plagues were natural phenomena, resulting from these
conditions, and extending from September until the following spring.
The mosTuitoes, resultmg from the puddles left by the flood, were fol
lowed by the flies hatched from the rotting vegetation of the flood; the
cattle were poisoned from grazing where the frogs had been, and flies
carried the anthrax spores which infected humans and livestock during
January. The plague of hail came in February. Locusts were brought
later by the sirrocco wind from the moistened regions to the southeast.
In March, winds from the desert caused a blinding sandstorm and the
three days of darkness, the hills protecting the land of Goshen from
that darkness. The death of the firstborn is presumed by Beegle to have
resulted from a plague caused by perhaps some infection related to
the anthrax of the previous plagues.
The sudden death of Korah and 2 rebels, described by the Bible
as caused by the earth opening to swallow them alive Num. 6 ᪽
is mterpreted by Beegle as death by an unknown cause. As to the
budding of Aaron's rod, the author finds it impossible to determine
even the core event. Repeatedly, however, he finds it necessary
to protest against the conclusions of negative critics, such as Noth; he
insists on the historical nucleus of the event, yet seldom adheres to a
literal acceptance of the narrative. Much time is spent in trymg to
unravel the various literary stands and in deciding which critical theory.
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if any, is preferable. Exodus and Numbers receive most of the author's
attention; less time is spent on Deuteronomy and very little on
Leviticus. Seldom is the New Testament invoked as an aid m
interpreting the Pentateuch. On the basis of internal evidence, Beegle
concludes that Moses was directly responsible for about one-fifth of the
Pentateuch; the five books are Mosaic, but not by Moses.
As evidence that much of Deuteronomy reflects ideas of the king
dom period, rather than originating with Moses, the author lists the
command to worship at only one sanctuary and to bring the tithes
to a central sanctuary. Also the prohibitions against the king's amassing
gold, horses, and wives were apparently ignored until the excesses of
Solomon and his resultant apostasy. Likewise, prohibitions against
association with Moabites Deut, 2᪽6 were ignored by Naomi and
David I Sam. 22,. The Book of Ruth, incidentally, is regarded by
many critical scholars as post-exilic. Beegle recognizes that some of
the so-called assured results of critical study are actually based on very
sUppery, subMective reasoning, while archaeology has shown that the
biblical tradition is essentially reliable p..
In 2 Beegle argued ^Inspiration of Scripture that evangelicals
need not, and cannot honestly, adhere to the view of biblical
inerrancy. Now he seeks to demonstrate that scholarship which deals
honestly with all the evidence ends up with a Bible that is credible in
essentials.
Many will feel that he gives too Httle evidence to the super-natural
and too much to the timing of natural events. In Beegle's Mudgment,
are the mighty acts of Yahweh, which ancient Israel attributed to a
miraculous intervention by their God, more than natural events provi
dentially timed" How can timing alone account for the impression
which these events made on posterity" If Beegle can accept New
Testament claims regarding the Vkgin Birth and the physical resurrec
tion of Jesus, why can he not accept more of the Old Testament claims"
He believes that the critics have not given a satisfactory answer to the
disciples' change of conduct after Pentecost private correspondence,
January, , but has he given a satisfactory explanation of the pro
found influence of the Exodus and attendant mighty acts on Old
Testament poetry, prophecy, and apocalyptic" Does he avoid the
slippery, subMective reasoning he deplores in others" To what ex
tent does Beegle share the perspective of the New Testament writers,
e.g., the assessment of Balaam's character II Pet. 2; Jude ;
Rev. 2" To draw upon sources contemporary with the Pentateuch
is most commendable, but should not he have noted in passing the
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influence of the Exodus, the brazen serpent, and the prophet
Deut.  on writers of the New Testament e.g.,  Cor. -;
John 2;  " Does his Moses give due recognition of the priority
of Abraham over Moses in New Testament theology e.g., John ;
, 6; Rom. -; Gal. -22; James 22" On balance the
book presents a constructive approach; it will probably have a wide
circulation.
George A. Turner
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The Life Givers, by W. . Thomason. Nashville Broadman, 2.
2 pages. ..
A hfe giver is one who honestly esteems every person no matter
what that person is, what he is doing, or what he has done. In sharing
his life with others, he seeks to tap hidden resources in them᪽to the
glory of God and the rehabiUtation of souls. The book, illustrated with
actual stories, shows how one may become a life giver.
Heralds of God, A Faith to Proclaim, The Gates of New Life, and
The Strong Name, by James S. Stewart. Grand Rapids Baker, 2.
., ., 2., and 2., respectively, pbs.
Baker Book House is to be commended for reprinting four of
Stewart's excellent volumes relating to preaching. Every preacher
will profit by having them at hand. Not only are they rich in inspkation,
but they are also highly illuminating concerning things basic to the
preaching task. If a classic is a volume that one feels he cannot
afford to be without, these treatises and sermons are classics. Heralds
of God tells about how to preach; ! Faith to Proclaim about what to
preach Lyman Beecher Lectures at Yale. The Gates ofNew Life and
The Strong Name present sermons remarkable for their freshness,
relevance, and sound doctrine.
Invasion of Demons, by John C. Hagee. Old Tappan, New JerseyRevell, .  pages. 2., pb.
This book is an expose in layman's language of the Kingdom ofDarknessAA Chapter titles include Satan in the Suburbs, RecognizmgDemons DeaUng with Demons. and Can A Christian Be Demon
sld AAA AAghted, and
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Haggai, =echariah, Malachi, An Introduction and Commentary, by
Joyce C. Baldwin. Downers Grove, Illinois Inter-Varsity, 2.
2 pages. ..
The Dean of Women, Trinity College, Bristol, contributes this
volume in the series Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries, under the
General Editorship of Professor D. J. Wiseman University of London.
The book, designed for the general reader, throws much light on the
period of the post-exilic prophets. Much attention is devoted to
background materials, and views differing from the author's are duly
considered. The study evidences balanced scholarship and deep spiritual
insight.
Lookat theFamilyNow, by Hazen G. Werner. Nashville and New York
Abingdon, .  pages. 2., pb.
This book is about today's family-the values parents pass on to
their children, the conflicting views of the old and young, the matter
of family harmony. Some chapter titles Marriage Is for Real, Sex and
Sense, We Live on Separate Islands, The Family Has What It Takes.
Solomon to the Exile, by John C. Whitcomb, Jr. Grand Rapids
Baker, . 2 pages. 2., pb.
This study of Kings and Chronicles is the third being currently
issued in the Old Testament Series. It seeks to present Bible history
in its contemporary setting. A worthwhile aid for pastors and Bible
study groups.
Jesus Human and Divine, by H. D. Macdonald. Grand Rapids
=ondervan, 6.  pages. ..
In the conviction that the historical Jesus is the living and reigning
Lord, the author writes this book. He seeks to confirm for the believer
the two-fold nature of Christ, and he challenges those not of faith
Book Briefs 
to face sTuarely the Tuestion, Who is this Jesus which is called Christ"
The subMect is treated under five main heads The Human Reality,
The Divine Reality, The Redeeming Reahty, The Exhalted Reality,
and The Ultimacy of Jesus Christ.
Jerusalem, by G. Frederick Owen. Kansas City, Missouri Beacon
Hill, 2.  pages. ..
This is Dr. Owen's latest book dealing with the lands of the Bible.
It consists of competent studies concerning Jerusalem, its valleys,
hills, walls, gates, and streets. Concluding chapters deal with historic
sites and with the present-day situation in Jerusalem. Written in a
captivating manner, the book is based on accurate knowledge of the
situation. It will prove an excellent guidebook for the traveler visiting
the home of the three monotheistic faiths of the world.
TheHeart ofThe Old Testament, hyRon2?d?o?xnA?oodA. Grand Rapids
Baker, . 6 pages. 2., pb.
The purpose of this book is to demonstrate the basic oneness of
the Scriptures by tracing the development of certain key ideas through
out. Each concept is described, its original cultural setting set forth,
and the various stages through which God's people passed as they grew
in their understanding of it are delineated. The treatment of each
concept ends with a brief discussion of its fulfillment in Jesus Christ.
Religion in the Age ofATuarius, by John Charles Cooper. Philadelphia
Westminster, .  pages. 2., pb.
The author introduces us to the world of the occult, consideringsuch cults as those relating to Bishop Pike, Charles Manson and the
movie Rosemary's fiafcMM; -finding connection between politics and
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mysticism, sex and witchcraft, escapism and involvement. Astrology,
LSD, and seances are seen as symptomatic of the anxiety of our time,
of the search for identity and meaning, and of the failure of the
Christian Church.
Affirmations of our Faith, by Chfton J. AUen. Nashville Broadman,
2. 2 pages. ..
Chapters deal with topics such as 'The Word is Sure, I Am
the Lord, Christ Died for our Sins, Conversion is Real, and
God Answers Prayer. This little book is bibhcally sound, richly
expository, and lucid throughout.
Old Wine in New Bottles, by John F. Havlik. Nashville Broadman,
2.  pages. ., pb.
The author sees the youth of the 's as the agents and instru
ments of reUgious revival. Very few local renewals have happened
that have not been sparked and sustained by youth. This little
book sees the Christian way through the eyes of today's young people.
The Bible God's Word, by Tenis Van Kooten. Grand Rapids
Baker, 2. 2 pages. 2., pb.
This book provides answers to Tuestions Is the Bible trust
worthy from beginning to end" Are the first chapters of Genesis
to be taken Hterally" Do some parts of the Bible carry more authority
than other parts" The positions of Bultmann, Robinson, Westermann,
Kuitert, and others are examined. Many will welcome the defense
of the Word against views which tend to reduce its authority.
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